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National Railways Workshops
Exhibit Design

ProJect Team: Cesar Vergara, Chief Designer, N de M (7988-1990)
N de M Engineering and Workshops (San Luis Postosi, Mexico)
Patricia Albores, Architect

CLENT: National Railways of Mexico (N de M)
State of San Luis Postosi, Mexico

COMPLETION DATE: 1989

The National Railways of Mexico (N de M) initiated privatization during the late 1980’s, encouraging as an initial
step the manufacture of locomotive replacement parts for use domestically and export in North America. Many of
the parts were of an extreme size and required a special manufacture with approved certifications. N de M asked
CesAr VERGARA to generate ideas for an exhibit of the parts. It soon became apparent that to generate interest in
the exhibit, actual parts would need to be displayed, along with pertinent information.

Cesar VErGARA and his team immersed themselves in the process of understanding the nature, size and inventory
of the parts that N de M found to be good candidates for manufacture, primarily in the state of San Luis Potosi.
The exhibit entailed the design of the exhibit hall, furnishings and identity of the exhibit, as well as parts
composed of many different materials and sizes.

A drab warehouse space from the 1940’s was transformed into a bright and airy space for the exhibit hall, by:

* Replacing all windows, which remained after the exhibit for the benefit of the warehouse

* Repairing and painting all walls in a neutral color that would make the exhibit boards stand out

« Designing and constructing illuminated exhibit boards capable of supporting up to 250 pounds of weight
suspended in the front.

» Designing of benches and furnishings to support the information systems used to view and print
information on each part

* Designing all promotional literature, banners and posters

All furnishings were built by the San Luis Potosi carpentry and metal shops; whenever possible, recovered
materials such as truck rail springs were used as the support for benches and tables creating a very
contemporary and relevant appearance. As a result of the exhibit, many parts were commissioned by N de M for
manufacture.
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